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EDUCATION

Enabling equitable access to quality education

India has come a long way in improving the enrollment numbers in schools.
Today most of the children are enrolled in schools. The pressing need right
now is to provide quality education to these children, especially those
hailing from underprivileged and marginalized backgrounds. A good quality
education enables students to achieve their potential and translate their
learning into personal, social and economic benefits for themselves, their
families and the society at large.

Cognizant Foundation's interventions in the Education sector are specifically
aimed at improving the quality of education in institutions catering to the
underprivileged masses. Our projects focus on the areas of adoption of
technology, teacher training and hands-on learning as methods for
improving the quality of education.
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

16000+

Lives impacted
per year

IMPACT STORY A

Rekha is a Mathematics and Science teacher in a

Government High School in Bengaluru. Rekha is

passionate about Mathematics and Science and longed

to transfer her love for the subjects to her students. It

proved to be a Himalayan task as her students found it a
challenge to comprehend the underlying concepts. All of
Rekha's efforts to teach the students these concepts proved futile.
She had heard of the rapid changes in the education field through the
use of ICT and longed to use it in her classroom but didn't know how to.

Then one fine day she got trained in the Teachers Community of Learning

(TCOL) program of IT for Change funded by Cognizant Foundation. Thanks to

this training, she changed her method of teaching this year to use various free
educational apps and included demonstration of experiments, both in the science

lab (physical) and the computer lab (virtual). She was overjoyed when she saw her
students transform themselves from passive recipients of information to curious and
critically reflective learners. These days both Rekha and her wards eagerly look forward to
each and every day of their explorations into the worlds of Mathematics and Science.




SCIENCE EDUCATION IMPACT STORY
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OTHER EDUCATION PROJECTS IN 2015-16
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HEALTHCARE

Bringing quality healthcare within reach

India has made rapid strides in the health sector in the last few decades.
Significant efforts have been made to improve the capacity of the system
to deliver healthcare services to all sections of the population. The
contributions made by non-profit organizations in this regard are
commendable. They have bridged the gaps in the public healthcare system
and have brought quality healthcare services within the reach of the rural
and urban poor.

A critical requirement for these non-profits is the procurement of state-of-
the-art medical equipment that would enable them to provide top-quality
healthcare services to the underprivileged. Cognizant Foundation has been
addressing this particular need through its healthcare projects.
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OPHTHALMIC CARE

54000+

Lives impacted
per year

IMPACT STORY

Sixty five year old Jamunabai is a widow who has
been abandoned by her children and family members.

Left to fend for herself, she works as a cook and sweeper

in one of the temples in Jujari, which is 45 kilometers from
Pune. She is completely dependent on this income for her

living. This state of affairs was jeopardized by her failing eye sight.

She was diagnosed to have significant cataract in both her eyes and

was advised cataract operation at the earliest. Jamunabai's cataract

was operated on in the H. V. Desai Eye Hospital, Pune through
Phacoemulsification surgery, free of cost, using the high-end equipment
donated by Cognizant Foundation. Thanks to the advanced Phaco surgery
otherwise inaccessible to people like her, not only was she saved from going blind
but was also able to walk out of the hospital and continue her work at the templein a
day's time.




WOMEN AND CHILD HEALTH IMPACT STORY

Vinayakam and Vijayalakshmi had longed for a child

for 9 years and had to endure the cruel taunts of

people in the community for being childless. After a
painstaking long wait, they were eventually blessed with a
beautiful girl baby at the Government Corporation Hospital in
Chennai. Their joy was short-lived when the baby was identified to A
have cardiac trouble in the free Pediatric Cardiac Screening Program '
conducted by Aishwarya Trust. Thanks to the early screening and

timely diagnosis of the heart defect using the equipment donated by
Cognizant Foundation, the baby was rushed to emergency surgery and
snatched from the jaws of death! Vinayakam and Vijayalakshmi are now the
proud parents of Aishwarya, who has been named after the Trust that saved her
life.

9000+

Lives impacted
per year



OTHER HEALTHCARE PROJECTS IN 2015-16
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Enabling inclusive development

India has entered a demographic dividend phase wherein the productive
labor force forms the largest population segment. This phase is expected to
last nearly 30 years. This demographic dividend is both the biggest
opportunity and also the biggest concern for our country. The opportunity
is that India will have a surplus of 47 million workers by 2020, equal to the
world's shortfall. This young workforce will be a remarkable human capital

L I V E L I H oo D asset for India. The concern is that less than 3% of the total workforce in
India has undergone formal skill training.

Concrete efforts are being undertaken by the Government through the
'SKill India' campaign and also by other organizations such as the National
Skills Development Corporation (NSDC) to address this concern. In line with
this objective, Cognizant Foundation, has been supporting various Skill
Training programs under its Livelihood initiatives.
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SKILL TRAINING FOR DISADVANTAGED YOUTH

2400+

Lives impacted

IMPACT STORY

Tabriaz Pasha is passionate about motor bikes but
couldn't find a good job in the automobile industry due

to his lack of qualification. He had dropped out of school

as he was not interested in studies. He got to know of the
skill training being provided by Aide et Action through the
support of Cognizant Foundation and got trained in Automobile

Trade. The training landed him a job right away at an auto workshop.

He saved his income and opened his own auto garage - Shree Vynatheya

Auto Clinic - and now makes a steady profit every month. Pasha attributes
his success to the skill training program and gives it credit for transforming
his life from an aspirant of a small employment to a proud entrepreneur hoping
to provide employment in the future for other disadvantaged youth like himself.




OTHER LIVELIHOOD PROJECTS IN 2015-16 OTHERS

350+

Lives impacted



PAN-INDIA CF SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM




